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Katherine Mansfield

Her First Ball

Revision booklet

Remember that this story must be 
written about with Witi Ihimaera
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Katherine Mansfield
Character Study   Leila

It is essential that we understand how the main character Leila in the 
story. Below are the types of questions that you will be asked on your 
short text study at Level 1.

1. Describe an important character or individual in EACH text.
Explain why EACH character is important.

2. Describe an important idea in EACH text. 
Explain why EACH idea is important to teenagers.

3. Describe an unusual event in EACH text. 
Explain why EACH event interested you. 

4. Describe TWO interesting language techniques in EACH
text. Explain how EACH technique helps you understand 
EACH text. 

5. Describe a challenge faced by a character or individual in EACH
text.  Explain how the challenge helps you understand EACH text.

6. Describe ONE significant detail in EACH text. 
Explain how EACH detail helps you understand EACH text. 

As you can see- questions 1, 2 and 5 apply particularly well to this story 
by Katherine Mansfield.

It is essential that as well as practicing your essay writing skills, you plan 
the essay questions that you feel are good for your text. This way, you 
will have an instant revision tool at the end of the year.

Planning can be spider diagrams or a more comprehensive table for you to 
fill in.

An important 
idea in each 
text: isolation, 
not fitting in

She faces the challenged of not 
being overwhelmed by the event-
this ball being so different to her 
experience of learning to dance 
with other girls at boarding 
school.

Reader can clearly see this 
with the contrast that is 
established between her home 
life and that of her cousins.

The determination to get something positive 
out of a night that has been so disastrous 
and not just ‘give up’- this is an important 
idea for teenagers to learn from.

Leila attends function 
where she feels 
socially out of place
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The more extensive planning should look something like this:

This is the ‘sexy’ essay planning model; each row will be the brief plan to the paragraph that you will then write. This particular grid 
DOES NOT include the introduction or conclusion- but remember these are VITAL!

S- Statement E- Evidence- quotations X- eXplanation Y- Your opinion

Leila attends function where she 
feels socially out of place

“Oh dear, how hard it was to be 
indifferent like the others! She 
tried not to smile too much; she 
tried not to care. But every 
single thing was new and 
exciting”

This quotation shows me 
that……………

She faces the challenged of not 
being overwhelmed by the 
event- this ball being so 
different to her experience of 
learning to dance with other 
girls at boarding school.

Leila had learned to dance at 
boarding school. Every Saturday 
afternoon the boarders were 
hurried off into a little 
corrugated iron hall where Miss 
Eccles held her ‘select’ classes. 

“dusty smelling hall- with calico 
texts on the walls” contrasted to 
the “golden floor”

The key words in this quotation 
are…………………..

Reader can clearly see this with 
the contrast that is established
between her home life and that 
of her cousins.

“the rush of longing she had to 
be sitting on the veranda of 
their forsaken up-country home 
listening to the baby owls crying 
‘More pork’ in the moonlight.”

The determination to get 
something positive out of a 
night that has been so 
disastrous and not just ‘give up’. 

“And when her next partner 
bumped her into the fat man 
and he said, ‘pardon’, she 
smiled at him more radiantly 
than ever. She didn’t even 
recognize him again.”

This attitude will help 
teenagers as it shows a 
young person’s resilience 
and that when faced with a 
difficult situation you….
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Now using this as a basis of your planning- create and fill in another planning sheet, choose a question from the previous page

S- Statement E- Evidence- quotations X- eXplanation Y- Your opinion
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It is essential that you understand the contrast that is being created 
in this story and how then you can link it to Witi Ihimaera’s text. For 
Leila the social isolation comes from the differences that she can see 
around her and the way she is treated.

Leila’s country background Contrast to city life
Leila had learned to dance at boarding 
school. Every Saturday afternoon the 
boarders were hurried off into a little 
corrugated iron hall where Miss Eccles 
held her ‘select’ classes. 

“dusty smelling hall- with calico texts on 
the walls” contrasted to the “golden 
floor”

“Have you really never been to a ball 
before, Leila? But, my child, how too 
weird-“

“Dark girls, fair girls were patting their 
hair, tying ribbons again, tucking 
handkerchiefs down the front of their 
bodices, smoothing marble-white 
gloves. And because they were all 
laughing it seemed to Leila that they 
were all lovely.”  

“the rush of longing she had to be 
sitting on the veranda of their forsaken 
up-country home listening to the baby 
owls crying ‘More pork’ in the 
moonlight.”

She clutched her fan, and, gazing at the 
gleaming, golden floor, the azaleas, the 
lanterns, the stage at one end with its 
red carpet and gilt chairs and the band 
in the corner, she thought breathlessly, 
‘how heavenly; how simply heavenly.’

“Our nearest neighbor was fifteen miles 
away”

“Were you at the Bella last week?”

“Perhaps it was a little strange that her 
partners were not more interested. For 
it was thrilling. Her first ball! She was 
only at the beginning of everything”

Leila, is in a sense, isolated because of her background. Everything is 
new and exciting, whereas to the other ‘city-dwellers’ this is just 
another ball and a social networking opportunity. The flowers, band, 
and atmosphere is lost on them.

REMEMBER that you do not deal with the texts as separate entities, 
but you answer the questions considering BOTH texts.
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Word find

Leila
Sheridan
Meg
Jose
Laura
Ladies room
Drill hall
Programmes
Coloured flags
Chaperones
Gliding
Fat man
Floated
Steered
Azaleas
Mademoiselle
Twinkletoes
Glided
Stiffly
Flying
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crossword

1. Where is this story set? NewZealand
2. Perhaps Leila’s first real partner was… TheCab
3. “ It did not matter that she shared the cab with the ……….. girls 
and their brother. Sheridan
4. Evidence of her isolation- how many miles to get a cup of sugar?

Fifteen
5. Dancing takes place in the DrillHall
6. The very feminine coloured programmes pinkandsilver
7. Animal noise greatest indication of setting MorePork
8. Females to escort dancers chaperones
9. Location of Leila’s early dance lessons Missionhall
10. Her teacher MissEccles
11. “She floated away like a flower that is …………. into a pool”

tossed
12. “Floor’s not bad’, said the new voice. Did one always begin with 
the floor? And then, ‘Were you at the ………………. On Tuesday? 

Neaves
13. An ideal refreshment for the tired dancers ice
14. Compared to the other dancers, the fat man looked

Shabby
15. Fat man’s pet name for Leila Mademoiselle Twinkletoes
16. Flower that recurs often in the story azaleas
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